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The intimacy of many historic European Opera Houses, especially of the traditional Italian style, is highly
cherished and many of these halls are considered to be among the best halls acoustically. From an acoustical
point of view the generally small dimensions - often combined with a moderate seat count - provide excellent
source presence and clarity. On the other hand, the corresponding small volume leads to short reverberation
times, and in recent decades higher reverberation times have been preferred and asked for by clients and
audiences in many countries. Ideas will be presented on how this apparent dilemma between the preference
for small dimensions (for intimacy, source presence and definition) and increased volume (in order to create
longer reverberation times) can be addressed.
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