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The NATO Undersea Research Centre (NURC) was established in 1959 as the SACLANT ASW Research
Centre and tasked with providing scientific research and technical analysis in the area of antisubmarine
warfare (ASW) to NATO nations. This presentation will review NURC’s contributions to sonar acoustic
research in the areas of sonar signal processing and ASW systems. These contributions span at-sea testing
and experimentation of novel sonar system concepts to algorithm development and theoretical advances
in sonar signal processing. The diversity of expertise across fields such as oceanography, acoustics, signal
processing, systems, and operations research brought by international scientists into the cauldron of a small,
focused research centre with world-class technicians, engineers, and at-sea capabilities produced innovative,
interdisciplinary research.
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